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Repent!

I.  Beware of God’s Judgment

II.   Believe in his kindness

1You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.  2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth.  3 So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?  4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?  5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  6 God “will give to each person according to what he has done.”  7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.  8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.  9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  11 For God does not show favoritism. 

A few years ago my wife and I visited her grandparents.  Since we had to travel early the next morning, which happened to be a Sunday, we attended her grandparent’s church which offered a Saturday evening service.  The pastor began his sermon by posing a question to the congregation, “Let’s say that you invited your neighbor to our church. His response to you is, ‘There are too many hypocrites in church.’  How would you respond?”  A little old lady two pews in front of us piped up, “Judge ye not!”  That little old lady had quoted a passage from Matthew 7:1, “Do not judge or you too will be judged.”  She was right.  No one can peer into the hearts of our members and see who truly believes or who are hypocrites.  Only God can read the content of a man’s heart.

The apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans also talked about judging.  The citizens of Rome were known for their openness and acceptance of homosexuality.  In chapter 1 Paul plainly told the Romans that God’s righteous decree upon those who do such things and those who approve of these actions deserve death. (Rom 1:32)  Paul pronounced God’s judgment on these people.  Paul’s teaching about judging was in complete agreement with Jesus’ words in Matthew 7.  Jesus did not condemn judging, but hypocritical judging.  God has called us to judge others.  Jesus said, “If you forgive anyone their sins they are forgiven.  If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  (John 20.23)  In order to announce or withhold forgiveness, we have to judge another’s words, actions or attitudes against the standard of God’s holy Word.  Homosexuality is clearly a sin against God’s will for marriage.  Paul had every right to judge those Romans who led the alternative lifestyle.  And as he did, the apostle could almost hear the Roman congregation saying, “Yeah, Paul.  Way to tell ‘em.  They needed to hear that.”

Paul now had to stop and say, “Hold on a minute there, before you get too high and mighty.”  “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.” (vs1)  The members of the congregation in Rome had become moralists.  They thought they were living by the rules.  They were quick to judge others who did not.  The big problem was they were living by their own rules.  They were using the wrong measuring stick.  The Christians in Rome needed to use God as the standard.  He makes the demands.  He sets the rules.  But they failed to recognize this truth, and fell deep into self-righteousness.  And so Paul condemned their hypocritical judging.

Like the Christians in Rome you and I are very good at condemning the actions of the unbelieving world.  We say, “Pedophiles…I can’t believe anyone could do that!”  Then as parents who have a bad day we let it out on our children, in essence we’re doing the same thing, abusing our children.  “I can’t believe he slept around on his wife, that adulterer!”  Yet we turn around and lust after the Sports Illustrated Swim Suit issue – it’s the same sin, “Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  (Matt 5:28)   Not only are we experts at condemning the world, but we specialize as hypocritical judges of our fellow Christians.

A pastor once told me about one of his parishioners who after the service, shook his hand and said, “Thanks for the sermon, pastor.  They really needed to hear that.”  Yes, we even judge our fellow brothers and sisters who are precious souls in the eyes of Christ.  “I can’t understand why he’s so stubborn,” when you are just as hard-headed.  “Why can’t she help out more often?  Why do the same people do all the work around here?”  You fault others for not working yet you do your work with a grumbling heart.  It even happens on a Sunday morning.  9:15am rolls around.  “Where is everybody?  Why aren’t there more people here for Bible study?”  We hear the sermon and think, “I wish so-and-so were here today. They really needed to hear that.”

And when you and I judge others we say to ourselves, “I can’t believe they get away with that!  God will get them in the end.”  What about you?  Do you think that you will you get away with your hypocritical judging?  Paul writes, “So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?” (vs3)   If we want to continue to judge hypocritically and do not repent, Paul says, “You are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.” (vs5)  And if you think you are exempt from God’s judgment, read Paul’s words in vs2, “Now we know that God’s judgment is based on truth.”  What is the truth?  The ultimate absolute truth is God’s Word.  His Word says, “Be perfect.  Love the Lord your God, love your neighbor and you will be saved.  If you don’t perfectly you are condemned.”  If I truly examine my attitudes and actions and hold them up against the truth of God’s Word, I have to say that I have not done that because of the hypocritical attitude that lives in me, that lives in all of you.

God should look at your sins of hypocritical judging and shout down from heaven, “I will strike down upon thee with great vengeance and furious anger.  And you will know my name is the LORD!”  And then he should zap you with lightning, pulverize you with his fist, send fire down from heaven to consume you.  But he does not.  Instead, Paul says in vs4, God showed you his kindness; literally, His longsuffering, his patience.  Even though you and I do not live up to God’s standard he puts up with you for a time.  He gives all people on earth a time of grace; time on earth to find out about his Son Jesus, to believe in him so that his wrath will not be poured out on them.  Paul wrote to pastor Timothy and said, “God wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”  And you know what?  At some point in your life the Holy Spirit saved you.  Maybe it was at your baptism when he washed your sins away.  Maybe it was through his Word that he explained to you how the Father demonstrated his kindness; “God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life.”  At some point during your time of grace God saved you from his wrath by bringing you to faith in his Son Jesus. Faith saves, because faith trusts and relies on Jesus as the only one who saves me from my sins and from God’s wrath.

Although you and I know the great mercy the Father has had on us through Jesus we still rebel against him. We show contempt for his love when we judge hypocritically (vs4).  Because we know better God should immediately destroy us.  But as Paul said in vs4, God’s kindness leads you to repentance.  He is kind to you because he wants you to repent.  Jesus tells us that there is rejoicing in heaven, even among the angels over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:7,10).  In 2Peter 3:9 the apostle writes, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  What is true repentance?  Repentance is a turning and there are two parts.  First, contrition, remorse – an unpleasant feeling; a fear that comes over you when you examine your hypocritical judging, because it does not match up to God’s demands.  Contrition makes you shake in terror at God’s righteous wrath and eternal punishment.  Contrition recognizes the helplessness of your sinful condition like Job and says, “I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:6)  True repentance is a turning away from these sins and in faith turning to God for forgiveness.

Which leads us to the second part of true repentance: faith.  Faith trusts and hopes in things we cannot see, like God’s kindness and forgiveness.  In contrition you say to God, “I’m sorry for my hypocritical judging.  Lord, forgive me.”  Then, by faith, trust in God’s mercy.  By faith have full confidence that God does forgive you of all your sins, that includes your sins of hypocritical judging.  1John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Believe in your Heavenly Father’s kindness.  He has canceled all your sins.  He has purified you.  He made you holy.  He accomplished this through his Son Jesus, who trudged to Calvary loaded with your sins and nailed them to the cross, to kill those sins forever.  Believe in your Father’s loving-kindness.

We do something else when we turn in faith to the Father for forgiveness.  Not only do we seek his pardon but by faith we ask for help against temptation.  We are sorry for our sins and then ask the Father, “Please help me to do better next time, so that I do not fall into the sin of hypocritical judging.  Father, help me to judge in way that is in accord with your Word.  Father, if I see a brother or sister sin, help me out of my sin so that I can help them.”  In Matthew 7 Jesus says that if you’re going to nit-pick about a speck of sawdust in your neighbor’s eye, you best get that 2x4 that’s hanging out of your own eye first.  If you’re going to judge the actions and words and attitudes of others, first make sure that you are free from blame.  Judge using God’s standard of perfection, the Ten Commandments, and not your own idealistic rules.  Believe in the Father’s kindness, that he has forgiven you, that he will help you.

When I think back to that Saturday evening worship service with my wife and her family, I remember what that little old lady said, “Judge ye not.”  And wonder how I might answer someone who says, “There are too many hypocrites in the church.”  I could say, “Join the club.  You’ll fit right in.”  But that wouldn’t be so loving.  I could say, “You’re right. There are hypocrites in the church.  I’m one of them.  But I’m forgiven, just like you, through God’s kindness.”  Amen.

